Welcome New Students!

Cassidy D., 1st Grade

Thank you all of the wonderful parents who helped coordinate and run the Barnes and Noble Fundraiser and the Holiday Workshop.  We truly appreciate all of your help!

TPAAK Community, we need to build up our sub pool!  If you know of anyone that would be interested in being on our substitute list, or if you would yourself, please contact Ms. Tomasek in the front office at rtomasek@tpaak.org.  

Substitutes for teachers MUST be current with their substitute or regular teaching license and must provide a copy of this.  Sub pay for one day of work is $88 (or $11 hourly). 

If you do not have fingerprints on file with CDE, you will need to get those done as well.  Fingerprinting is done Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Larimer County Sheriff's Administration building, 2501 Midpoint Drive, 970-498-5100. The cost is $20 per person and may be paid in cash or by personal check. Debit or credit cards are NOT accepted. A photo ID is required.
Thank you!  

Jeans Day/Respect Assemblies will be moving!  These will now be the 4th Friday of every month!  January 27th, February 24th, March 23rd, April 27th and May 25th.  These have been moved so Mrs. Griffin is always able to attend!  The first week of each month is a busy time for her, and she is not always able to make it.  

The TPAAK Events Calendar is a new addition to our front entry.  It can be seen from outside and has the current month’s events on it.  In addition to this, we have a google events calendar on our website, and we send out the events calendar with the first Dragon Mail of the month, each month.  Please stop by to check it out!  
With possible inclement weather days coming up, please be aware that if we close school the postings will be on channels 9, 7, and 4 by 6am that morning.  We will also send an e-mail out to all parents, and any radio stations affiliated with those news channels will be broadcasting the closings as well.  Please do not call the school as no one will be here to answer your call if school is cancelled.  Please also remember that if Poudre School District cancels, we will always be cancelled as well, in case you do not see our listing on the news stations yet.  

With the state of the economy and the effect it is having on families, did you know that you might qualify for free/reduced lunches through TPAAK?  If you’ve never tried to apply in the past, it is simple and easy to do.  Just visit our application website at https://www.applyforlunch.com/Home/DistrictRedirect/CSI to see if you qualify.  If TPAAK reaches a certain amount of free/reduced kids, we also get extra funding from the state, EVEN IF YOU DON’T USE THE FREE LUNCH.  
We only need another .5% to reach that goal!  
Parents are Invited to a Session with TPAAK's Strategic Plan Facilitators
Time: Wednesday, December 14 -- 4:00--6:00pm
Where: TPAAK Library, 2nd Floor.
The TPAAK Board of Directors is working hard to complete the 3-5 year TPAAK Strategic Plan and have brought on a stellar team to facilitate its completion. Kelly Christman (Director of Member Services) and Nora Flood (Vice President of School Services) of the Colorado League of Charter Schools will be available to meet with PARENTS and family members of TPAAK students to discuss their feelings, ideas and hopes for the school's future. 
 

*4:00-5:00pm will be a structured meeting time where Kelly and Nora will facilitate a discussion. 
*5:00-6:00pm is a free-flow idea sharing time and for you to share your thoughts 1-on-1 with either Kelly or Nora. 
*No staff will be present and only one Board member (Matt Strauch) will available to answer any questions you may have. 
*The Board, Staff, Leadership Team and Students are also participating in this process, but at different times.
 

We hope you will join us!
FREE DRUM CIRCLE for students!

Mondays, December 12 & 19, 3:45-4:45; Room 122 Your child can come check it out to see if they want to sign up after break.

Next drum circle session begins January 23, 2012.

Ruth Meyers, drum circle facilitator, meyers.ruth@gmail.com
Patsy Gibbs, our special education teacher, will be working with some 5th graders in an outdoor clothing drive (new and used).  There will be 2 donation boxes per floor that are labeled “kids in need”.  Kids in need is a part of a non-profit called Homeless gear.  We will be accepting donations until Dec 23rd.
The list of items needed are:

Just For Baby:
· Diapers & Pull-ups

· Baby Wipes

· Baby Blankets & Quilts

· Personal Hygiene Items for Baby (Shampoo, Lotion)

· Baby Bibs

Personal Hygiene:
· Soap

· Shampoo & Conditioner

· Disposable Razors

· Shaving Cream

· Lotion

· Deodorant

· Feminine Hygiene Products

Clothing (Newborn to Youth size 16):
· Coats (winter)

· Snow Pants or Ski Bibs

· Jackets (spring or summer)

· Rain Jackets, Rain Pants & Rain Ponchos

· Sweatshirts with Hoods (Hoodies)

· Hats, Scarves, Gloves

· Boots (snow and hiking)

· Tennis Shoes

· Socks

· Underwear (New)

Misc Items:
· Sleeping Bags

· Blankets

· Bath Towels & Washcloths

· Small Sewing Kits

· Battery Powered (Small) Alarm Clocks

· Batteries

· Water Bottles (Nalgene Type)

· Insect Repellant & Sunscreen

· First Aid Kits and Supplies
We would like to treat our teachers to FESTIVE GOODIES the last week of school - if you can bake/buy a treat and bring it in any day, 19th - 23rd, the final week of school, please email Lisa Brooks at president@ptlo-tpaak.org.
____________________________________________________________________
 

REMEMBER, teachers have a wish list on the ptlo website - check it out if you are looking for a gift for your teacher this holiday season!!
____________________________________________________________________
 

The Uniform Store will be open Tuesday, December 13th from 3:30p-5:00p.  THIS IS THE ONLY DAY IT WILL BE OPEN IN DECEMBER.  If you would like an OLD CHICAGO PIZZA PAL or DOMINOS card for great stocking stuffers - we will have them available!! PS - Teachers like the pizza too!!
____________________________________________________________________
 

PTLO will meet Thursday, December 15 at 6pm in room 309 -please join us!
	DID YOU KNOW?
The Colorado Shakespeare Festival is looking to cast several children and teenage roles in our professional summer production of Richard III.  Do you have what it takes to perform on the stage of the Mary Rippon Outdoor Theatre?

Students enrolled in CSF School of Theatre are strongly encouraged to audition. 


	Youth Auditions for
Richard III
Feb. 2-4, 2012
Audition Details
	 Audition Workshop 
for Kids and Teens
January 7, 2012


For more information go to csfedout@colorado.edu
Next time you’re out at Krazy Karl’s having pizza, check out the fantastic artwork hanging on the walls.  It was made by our 5th and 6th graders!  Way to go TPAAK Artists!

Holiday Dining to Support TR Paul Academy of Arts and Knowledge - TPAAK
Your Supporters Can Earn Up To 6% When They Dine
If you haven't told your supporters about GoodDining yet, now is the time. Your supporters will be dining out with friends, families and co-workers to celebrate the holidays. Remind them that they can donate up to 6% to your cause each time they do. 
 

GoodDining has over 10,000 participating restaurants nationwide including both local favorites and upscale chains like Romano's Macaroni Grill, Black Angus, and Lucky Strike.
Check out our Guide to Marketing GoodDining for great ideas to get the word out!

GoodDining Lets You:
        Find nearby participating restaurants, bars and clubs
 

        Keep track of your favorite spots
 

        Rate and review each dining experience
 

        Participate in bonuses to earn more for your cause
 

        Dine for charity 365 days a year
 

Enroll Now. Start earning donations for TR Paul Academy of Arts and Knowledge - TPAAK today!
Larimer Chorale's Candlelight Christmas Concert
LARIMER CHORALE’S CANDLELIGHT CHRISTMAS CONCERT - WORLD PREMIERE: REJOICE, YE TENANTS OF THE EARTH
Of all the accomplishments in the Larimer Chorale’s 35 year old history, perhaps its most stunning and long-lasting will be the original work it commissioned from Dr. James McCray, beloved local composer and conductor.  The world premiere of Rejoice, Ye Tenants of the Earth will take place during the Larimer Chorale’s annual Candlelight Christmas concert on December 17th (7:30 pm) and December 18th (3:00 p.m.) at the First United Methodist Church in Fort Collins.
Every week students who have exhibited respectful behavior in the lunchroom are rewarded by being selected to sit at the “Friday Friend Table.”  These students are allowed to choose one friend to sit with them and enjoy their lunch onstage!  

The week of December 2nd Friday Friends were:
Jaden S.

Rhys G.

Nolan A.

Romeo G.

Teagan C.

Serentiy D.

Alizay C.

Paige A.

Derek S.

Gage A.

Adriana R.

Rachel G.

Darryl P.

Jadon N.

Emma M.

Sean S.

Marshall B.

Pre-School December Enrollment Specials
Current families; refer a family that enrolls a pre-school student during December and receive a $25 gift card to King Soopers.

New families; enroll during the month of December and receive $50 off tuition fees in February.

E-mail Shanda at sschlagenhauf@tpaak.org for details.

A Puppy's Christmas

It's the day before Christmas
And all through the house
The puppies are squeaking
An old rubber mouse.

The wreath which had merrily
Hung on the door
Is scattered in pieces
All over the floor.

The stockings that hung
In a neat little row
Now boast a hole in
Each one of the toes.

The tree was subjected
To bright-eyed whims,
And now, although splendid,
It's missing some limbs.

I catch them and hold them.
"Be good", I insist.
They lick me, then run off
To see what they've missed.

And now as I watch them
The thought comes to me,
That their's is the spirit
That Christmas should be.

Should children and puppies
Yet show us the way,
And teach us the joy
That should come with this day?

Could they bring the message
That's written above,
And tell us that, most of all
Christmas is love.









