Thank you to all of the PTLO and other parents who brought goodies in all week long for the staff!  We appreciate it!

Thank you to all of our kind families and students who donated items for the clothing and the food drive!  As soon as we find out the total pounds of food, we will let you know!
Dragon Scales vocal group has been a huge success!  We have 14 strong vocalists in our first semester and would like to DOUBLE the size of the group in January!

How do you get started?  You come to the first rehearsal of the new year!

Dragon Scales in the music room!

Every Wednesday after school 4 to 4:45 PM

$3.00 per student per session.

Bring a Friend!
I have pasted the Dress Code from the Handbook for your reference so you can make any adjustments necessary for your return to school in the New Year. 
Mrs. Griffin
DRESS CODE
Students must comply with the UNIFORM dress code established by the TPAAK Board of Directors. Graphics or texts on clothing are not to be worn to school. If clothing violates the dress code, students will be sent to the office to call home for appropriate clothing.

The following are the approved clothing items, all items must be correct colors:
BOTTOMS COLORS:   Navy or Khaki Tan

PANTS:

Straight-legged or slight flair.
Twill or thin-wale corduroy.
Four pockets or less, all pockets near the waistline and coin pockets do not count as a pocket.
Pants should be off the ground but to the ankle in length.  No cargo pants, “hip hugger”, or bell-bottom pants.
SHORTS/CAPRIS:

No shorter than 4″ above knee
No longer than 2″ below knee

SKIRTS:  Skirt, skort or jumper may be no shorter than 3″ above the knee.

TOP COLORS:   Burgundy, White, Hunter Green, Light Pink, Navy, or Light Blue

SHIRTS:  Turtleneck, long-or short-sleeved collared polo, or oxford cloth without emblems.  Girls may wear a white blouse with long or short sleeves with peter pan or straight collar, not lace or other decoration.
TPAAK logo tee-shirts may be worn only on designated Fridays.
Sweatshirts may be worn over approved shirt.

SWEATERS:

Cardigan, v-neck or vest of flat-knit weave no patterns or emblems.
Sweaters should also be waist length.

SOCKS:  Navy, tan or white ankle, crew or knee-high, with no decoration. Socks are always to be worn.

TIGHTS:  Navy or white plain or cable knit, no nylon stockings.

UNDERGARMENTS:  Plain white undershirts may be worn under school shirts.
Shorts may be worn under skirts but should not be visible.

SHOES:  Black, brown, white, navy solid or close-toe solid colors in athletic or leather style.
Shoelaces will also be the same color as the solid color of shoe with 1/2″ soles and1″ heels maximum.
Winter boots can be worn to and from school and at outdoor recess and should be removed when in the building.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION DRESS:  Appropriate athletic shoes should be worn on gym days

BELTS:
Solid black, brown, navy, or khaki leather, with plain buckles, no decorations.
Belt-ends no longer than 6″ and tucked in.
HAIR ACCESSORIES:
Clean and combed appearance.
Boy’s hair will be no longer than 1″ below collar in back.
Hair must have natural color.
Accessories for girls should be color-coordinated with dress code colors or neutral.
Outlandish hairstyles will be considered inappropriate at the CAO’s discretion.

JEWELRY:
One small necklace, bracelet, ring, or watch.
Girls only are permitted to wear one pierced post or small loops, 1/2″ diameter or         smaller earring per ear.

NAILS:
Clean and without ornamentation.
Girls may wear clear nail polish only.

SCOUT/ATHLETIC UNIFORMS:  Cub Scout, Brownie, Boy Scout and Girl Scout uniforms may be worn on meeting days. Athletic team uniforms may be worn on game days.
The following are not acceptable:
Torn or ripped clothing
No cargo shorts

Overly loose or tight clothing (no larger than 1 size larger or smaller than normal fitting)
Underwear visible at any time
Clothing that features alcohol, drug, or gang references
Spaghetti strap tops unless sleeved shirt worn underneath
Slip-on shoes. Sandals, clogs, etc. must have a strap that securely fastens the shoe to the foot
No cowboy boots, open-toed or open-heeled shoes, platform shoes not allowed
Sleeveless items
No shirts that expose any part of the midsection are permitted

Jeans & t-shirts
Clothing that is disruptive to the learning environment
Hat of any kind inside the building
TPAAK Community, we need to build up our sub pool!  If you know of anyone that would be interested in being on our substitute list, or if you would yourself, please contact Ms. Tomasek in the front office at rtomasek@tpaak.org.  

Substitutes for teachers MUST be current with their substitute or regular teaching license and must provide a copy of this.  Sub pay for one day of work is $88 (or $11 hourly). 

If you do not have fingerprints on file with CDE, you will need to get those done as well.  Fingerprinting is done Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Larimer County Sheriff's Administration building, 2501 Midpoint Drive, 970-498-5100. The cost is $20 per person and may be paid in cash or by personal check. Debit or credit cards are NOT accepted. A photo ID is required.
Thank you!  

Jeans Day/Respect Assemblies will be moving!  These will now be the 4th Friday of every month!  January 27th, February 24th, March 23rd, April 27th and May 25th.  These have been moved so Mrs. Griffin is always able to attend!  The first week of each month is a busy time for her, and she is not always able to make it.  

The TPAAK Events Calendar is a new addition to our front entry.  It can be seen from outside and has the current month’s events on it.  In addition to this, we have a google events calendar on our website, and we send out the events calendar with the first Dragon Mail of the month, each month.  Please stop by to check it out!  
With possible inclement weather days coming up, please be aware that if we close school the postings will be on channels 9, 7, and 4 by 6am that morning.  We will also send an e-mail out to all parents, and any radio stations affiliated with those news channels will be broadcasting the closings as well.  Please do not call the school as no one will be here to answer your call if school is cancelled.  Please also remember that if Poudre School District cancels, we will always be cancelled as well, in case you do not see our listing on the news stations yet.  

With the state of the economy and the effect it is having on families, did you know that you might qualify for free/reduced lunches through TPAAK?  If you’ve never tried to apply in the past, it is simple and easy to do.  Just visit our application website at https://www.applyforlunch.com/Home/DistrictRedirect/CSI to see if you qualify.  If TPAAK reaches a certain amount of free/reduced kids, we also get extra funding from the state, EVEN IF YOU DON’T USE THE FREE LUNCH.  
We only need another .5% to reach that goal!  
Looking for a Holiday gift that will reap long term benefits?  Check out all of the extracurricular opportunities after school at TPAAK: 

Monday:
Eric                       Guitar/Piano

Amy                      Cello

Cynthia                 Violin/Piano

Ruth                      Drum Circle

Tori/Karen            OASIS

Tuesday:
Eric                       Guitar/Piano

Ron                      Trumpet/Trombone

***Ron begins at 6 PM***

Cynthia               Violin/Piano

Craig                    Percussion

Dennis                 Robotics

Tori/Karen          OASIS

Wednesday:

Eric                        Guitar/Piano

Amy                       Cello

Craig                      Percussion

Tori/Karen            OASIS

Thursday:
Eric                         Guitar/Piano

Lorna                      Woodwinds

Craig                       Percussion

Tori/Karen            OASIS

Friday:

Tori/Karen            OASIS

If you would like to sign up for any of these, please see Taylor at the front desk or e-mail her at tmahaffey@tpaak.org.

FREE DRUM CIRCLE for students!

Mondays, December 12 & 19, 3:45-4:45; Room 122 Your child can come check it out to see if they want to sign up after break.

Next drum circle session begins January 23, 2012.

Ruth Meyers, drum circle facilitator, meyers.ruth@gmail.com
Ballet Lessons

Beginning in 2012, Tori Van Horn will be offering ballet lessons for all ages.  Classes will cost $30 per student each month and each class will be an hour long.  The number of classes offered will depend on the number of students.

Please contact Tori directly if you are interested in these classes or have questions!

tvanhorn@tpaak.org
To sign up: 

Child’s Name________________________________________________

Age Group:  ____ Pre-School  ____ 5-7 years ____ 8-10 years ____ 11-13 years

Experience:  ____ Beginning ____ Intermediate ____ Advanced

Preferred Days/Times: 

________________________________________________________________________
OpenStage Theatre Presents "A Child's Christmas in Wales" through December 30th at the MidTown Arts Center. Purchase tickets and enjoy this holiday classic!
	VISUALIZE: A Winter's Evening of Visual Arts, Benefiting the University Art Museum at Colorado State University - Mark your calendar for January 27th.
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Treat yourself to a post holiday gift - Purchase tickets for Comedian Kathleen Madigan's one night performance at Lincoln Center on January 7th!
Holiday Dining to Support TR Paul Academy of Arts and Knowledge - TPAAK
Your Supporters Can Earn Up To 6% When They Dine
If you haven't told your supporters about GoodDining yet, now is the time. Your supporters will be dining out with friends, families and co-workers to celebrate the holidays. Remind them that they can donate up to 6% to your cause each time they do. 
 

GoodDining has over 10,000 participating restaurants nationwide including both local favorites and upscale chains like Romano's Macaroni Grill, Black Angus, and Lucky Strike.
Check out our Guide to Marketing GoodDining for great ideas to get the word out!

GoodDining Lets You:
        Find nearby participating restaurants, bars and clubs
 

        Keep track of your favorite spots
 

        Rate and review each dining experience
 

        Participate in bonuses to earn more for your cause
 

        Dine for charity 365 days a year
 

Enroll now at http://www.gooddining.com/. Start earning donations for TR Paul Academy of Arts and Knowledge - TPAAK today!
Every week students who have exhibited respectful behavior in the lunchroom are rewarded by being selected to sit at the “Friday Friend Table.”  These students are allowed to choose one friend to sit with them and enjoy their lunch onstage!  

The week of December 16th Friday Friends were:
Summer B.

Kalen H.

Zaeden T.

Shane C.

Thalia T.

Jake D.

Sam M.

Naomi S.

Ainsley K.

The entire 6th grade class!!!
Come check the lost and found!  It will be clearing out on December 23rd, our last day before break.  It is located in the front lobby.

Are you a fan of the Warriors series by Erin Hunter? Join your fellow paws to become a full-fledged warrior, and join one of the warrior clans. Join us January 3 at Harmony Library or January 5 at Council Tree Library, both at 2:00 PM. Your knowledge of the ancestors, hunting skills, and battle prowess will all be tested in a friendly all-clan contest. Registration is required. Call 221-6740 or visit any library location. Recommended for ages 8 and older.

Join Ann Lincoln as she presents a magic, juggling, and comedy show full of snowy seasonal fun for kids of all ages! See a show that includes juggling "snow balls" and a magical painting that changes from winter white to full color before your very eyes!  

December 27, 10:30am and 11:30am 
Northside Aztlan Community Center 
112 E. Willow St. 

December 28, 10:30am, 11:30am, and 2:00pm 
Council Tree Library 

December 29, 10:30am and 11:30am 
Harmony Library 

SCHOOL’S OUT MOVIE:

Cars 2(G)

Harmony Library, 4616 S. Shields, Community Room

Wednesday, January 4, 2012

10:30AM (113 minutes)

SCHOOL’S OUT MOVIE:

The Chronicles of Narnia (PG)

Council Tree Library, 2733 Council Tree Avenue, Community Room

Wednesday, January 4, 2012

2:00PM (140 minutes)

Christmas Poem

Christmas wises tried and true
I'm sending now, just for you...
a little love, a little cheer,
and wishes for a great New Year!
Hope Santa brings you gifts galore
with more surprises still in store.
May all your Christmas dreams come true
and may God's blessings be yours too!

Merry Christmas!

Mrs. Griffin
The mission of TPAAK is to teach students the joy of learning and the importance of expressing individual talent artistically and academically while enhancing community and culture.









